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The diocese of Faridabad-Delhi remembers with gratitude Rev. Fr. Rajan Punnakkal,  Rev. Fr. Joseph 
Muthuplackal MST, Rev. Fr. Mathew Paraplackal SAC, Rev. Fr. Alex Muttathu MCBS, Rev. Fr. Tiyo 
Kochukavumpurathu CST and Rev. Fr. Sinoj Jacob Pattathil CMF who returned to their home dioceses and 
provinces after having fulfilled their pastoral ministry in the diocese of Faridabad-Delhi. We appreciate 
their dedicated service in the diocese with gratitude and wish them all the best for their future ministry. 

Diocese of Faridabad-Delhi extends a most cordial welcome to Rev. Fr. James Ezhanikkattu, Rev. Fr. Mathew 
Azhakanakunnel, Rev. Fr. Mathew (Benny) Akkoottu CST, Rev. Fr. Nixon Kottayil MCBS, Rev. Fr. Mathew 
(Manoj) Kollamparambil, Rev. Fr. Robin Areeparambil CST and Rev. Fr. Shibu Kalassiyil CMF who came to 
serve in the diocese and wishes them a fruitful pastoral ministry.

Best Wishes&
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Kollamparambil
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And Greetings
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My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ,

This is the time when the Universal Church is 
celebrating the Year of Mercy. Let me express 

my joy at the observance of this Year of Mercy by 
all our lay faithful, priests, the religious and bishops.

Holy Father Pope Francis has published the 
Apostolic Exhortation “The Joy of Love” in this 
Year of Mercy after the conclusion of the two synods 
on family life in Rome. Our faithful are receiving 
by now new directives and reflections through the 
writings of the bishops and of other members of our 
Church with regard to the renewal of family life.

The Holy Father sees the family as a field 
of activity of the Triune God. I would like to say 
that all the pastoral and missionary activities of 
the Church should be focused on families. There 
should take place a radical change in the mindset 
of the ministers of the Church while implementing 
the pastoral plans for the revitalization of family 
life. The perspective that should guide all our 
efforts of renewal in liturgy, faith formation, parish 
revitalization, evangelization, organizations of 
the parish etc should be aimed at the building up 
of families and of strengthening their stability 
and growth. Pastors are requested to convey this 
basic vision and programmes through family unit 
meetings, gatherings of Catholic Congress and 
seminars and meetings conducted under the auspices 
of parish organizations.

We are celebrating the feast of the Dukrana of 
St. Thomas, the Father of our Faith, on July 3rd. 
Since St Thomas is the Father of our Church, it is 
very appropriate for us to have the Church as the 
main theme for our reflections on this feast. The 
mission of the Church in this world is the same as the 
mission of Jesus Christ. Christian vocation involves 
proclaiming the love of God, bearing witness to that 
love and even sacrificing our lives for it as Jesus did.

I am sorry to note that we frequently hear about 
terrible acts of cruelty that are being perpetrated 
against Christians in Syria and other Middle Eastern 
countries. We shall offer those heroic lives to the 
Lord. Some of the Christian brethren in India too are 
experiencing violence and persecution in different 
parts of India. They too are ostracized and attacked 
because of their faith in the Lord. We have to pray 
constantly for the courage to bear witness to our 
faith. St. Thomas, the Apostle was martyred for his 
faith in the Lord. The children of St. Thomas should 
also be willing to bear witness to Jesus heroically 
through their lives.

We have to bear in mind that like St. Thomas 
who was an apostle, we too have to become apostles. 
St. Paul has echoed this sentiment beautifully when 
he said: ‘Woe to me if I don’t preach the Gospel 
“(1Cor 9:16).We should be willing to undertake 
the necessary sacrifices in spreading the Gospel 

GEORGE CARDINAL ALENCHERRY, the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church, 
to the Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Men and Women Religious and Lay Faithful of the 
Syro-Malabar Church, May the Grace of the Lord be with you all!

Prot. No. 0648/2016

Pastoral Letter on Sabhadinam
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whether the circumstances are favourable or not. In 
today’s context, evangelization involves translating 
the values of the Gospel into our lives and to 
align them with the values that are found in other 
religions and cultures. We have to collaborate in 
raising mankind to a common cultural humanism, 
in a spirit of brotherly love for  all, irrespective of 
caste, creed or race. We have to build this culture 
where everyone is brother or sister to one another 
and not alien to them.

God loves every one of us without any personal 
predilections. God’s love should become a model 
for our love. Jesus has told us that loving those who 
love us does not mean much. He wants us to love 
those who have hurt us.

The catalytic force in all our endeavors, 
whether in the field of education, politics or culture, 
should be Christian love. We have to work in those 
areas with a great sense of justice, transparency and 
mercy. Christians have to create a society without 
corruption and injustice.

We have to be strong pillars of support to those 
who are suffering, poor and sick. The Church is 
teaching through the life and words of Pope Francis 
that God is mercy. Our daily life should reflect this 
style of life, of being merciful in words and life.

A way of life based on love and mercy is a 
reflection of real faith. St. Paul too demands from us 
a life of faith that is active through love (Gal.5:6).In 
that way, we can make our faith active and fruitful 
through love.

This is also a good time for us to remember 
the migrant Syro-Malabar faithful who are living in 
different parts of India and abroad. They should have 
the same privileges of practicing their faith without 
any restrictions just like the faithful who live in the 
proper territory of the mother Church. We have not 
reached any arrangement where we could provide 
proper pastoral care to our migrants. I would urge 
everyone to pray for the successful implementation 
of the necessary conditions to provide proper 
pastoral care to our migrant communities.

I don’t have to emphasize the need to be 
attentive on the part of all for implementing a 
successful pastoral plan for the faith formation of 
the children and the youths of our communities. 
We have to work towards forming a proper mental 
and spiritual outlook in them so that they could 
respond to the challenges of the modern culture 
in a Christian way. Truthfulness, justice, chastity, 
love of the country and merciful attitudes should be 
fostered in their lives. They should also have moral 
capability, prudence and confidence to take upon 
these responsibilities at the regional as well as at 
the church levels. Those who are active in various 
Church ministries should motivate and train the 
young to follow them in these ministries.

St. John writes in the Gospel that Thomas 
doubted the Resurrection of Jesus. That doubt has 
become redemptive for us as it became a happy 
doubt like the Felix culpa of St. Augustine to express 
the joy of the Incarnation. Similarly, I would like 
to call the doubt of Thomas as happy doubt as it 
enabled him to address Jesus as “My Lord and My 
God.” We have to be thankful to the Apostle for his 
doubt as it enables us to call Jesus as “My Lord and 
my God”. 

O, St. Thomas, now your proclamation has 
become our proclamation. Just as the faith of St. 
Peter has become the foundation of the universal 
Church, so the faith of St. Thomas has become a 
corner stone in the communion of churches which is 
the Universal church.

May the merciful Lord bless all of you!  I bless 
you in the name of the Father, of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.

Lovingly in Christ Jesus,
+George Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church
Given from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia of the Syro-

Malabar Church at Mount St Thomas, Kakkanad, on the 30th 
of May 2016.

Note:  This pastoral letter is to be read out during the Holy 
Mass on the 26th of June 2016, in all churches and chapels of the 
Syro-Malabar Church where there is Sunday Mass for the public. 
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After my first acquaintance, the most cherished 
meeting with Mother Theresa in Calcutta, 

the second one was in Cochin, in 1985.  Having 
completed my journalism course, I was working as 
a freelance journalist and later as Associate Editor of 
Sathyadeepam, the largest circulated Church Weekly 
in Kerala. My chief editor Rev. Dr. Paul Thelakkat 
asked me to conduct an interview with Mother, who is 
visiting Kochi as a civic guest and as participant at the 
Kerala CRI meeting. She was staying at their Convent 
in S.R.M.Road , Ernakulam where they have a home 
for the poor children. That time, I had a two-wheeler 
– a red Kinetic Honda scooter - which helped a lot in 
my mobility and I still remember how I managed to 
pass through the narrow pocket roads leading to the 
Missionaries of Charity House. Since I was staying at 
my parish church in Tripunithura and had to go every 
day to the city, to the office of the Sathyadeepam 
Weekly, a means of transport was necessary.

The Interview was brief, but I was entirely 
enchanted by the spiritual personality of Mother 
Theresa (The contents of that interview can be read 

in this issue). She underlined that we were living in a 
world that is suffocating with immoralities like illicit 
relations, abortions, sexual exploitations, brutal crimes, 
selfishness and so on. “This generation is incapable 
of discriminating between right and wrong; and even 
where they could, they are too weak mentally to react 
or to respond. The life perception of Mother Theresa 
as expressed through this interview would really be a 
revelation or eye opener for the humanity. During the 
interview with Mother the following thoughts developed 
in the deeper realms of my mind: the role of parents 
in the spiritual growth of children, the importance of 
prayer for the success of life and the blissful status 
when one is able to see Jesus in everything.  With 
only belief in Jesus, starting with nothing, Mother 
started her mission of charity and arose to the status of 
Jesus’ beloved daughter with the only weapon LOVE 
. Mother’s talks about abortion, sexual exploitation, 
lack of spiritual vocation, inhuman activities, and 
acts of kindness in disgusting circumstances etc. 
make us feel how much Mother stood closer to Jesus. 
Seeing the reflection of Jesus in each and everything, 

Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara 

My Personal Acquaintances with a Saint

Mother Theresa of Calcutta

At the Synod in Rome and in Africa
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Mother talked for Jesus and acted for Jesus. Mother’s 
reference towards the lack of divine vocation in Kerala 
is a pointer to the decreasing level of spirituality in 
Kerala. It is essential for each individual to strive for 
developing and sustaining the basic spirit of Divinity 
to live as a good individual. For a happy and peaceful 
life one should have fear of God, fellow feeling and a 
benign mind. Such a person will be a blessed one. Her 
view on the sanctity of priestly life, need of simplicity 
in life, etc. was impressive.

I had the fortune to live with Mother Theresa during 
the Synod of Bishops held in Rome in 1990.  That was 
a a wonderful experience and unique transition for me. 

During my service as assistant parish priest in 
Tripunithura and additional responsibility as Associate 
Editor of Sathyadeepam, Cochin, my Superiors selected 
me for higher studies abroad – 
a great privilege and honor for 
junior priests. It was the time 
of Cardinal Antony Padiyara – 
a happy memory. I was called 
to the Archdiocesan Curia 
by the then Chancellor, now 
Bishop Jacob Manathodath. 
The then Vicar General, late 
Msgr. Abraham Karedan also 
was there. The initial proposal 
was to send me to the USA for higher studies in 
printing technology and journalism. That time the Viani 
Press was still having manual composing and had a 
treadle printing press. In fact in my limited vision and 
young mindset I couldn’t think of any need for such 
sophisticated latest technology and expertise of America 
for the situation of Kerala. I frankly shared this opinion to 
the Superiors, but leaving the final decision to them. My 
own parish priest Fr. Thomas Mulavarikal (of a happy 
memory) and some others blamed me for not having 
accepted the offer to study in the USA immediately 
and for having “lost my life”. Besides - to be frank - 
I was afraid of losing my priestly vocation in the US, 
because two of our eminent priests sent to America 
for studies that time had left priesthood. Though I felt 

little sad over their comments, I left everything to the 
providence of God. I was feeling content that I bluntly 
expressed my opinion to the Superiors. I have tried to 
keep up this habit always, which sometimes worked 
out positively while other times had negative impacts. 
Later I was summoned again to the Curia and was 
informed that they have selected me to be sent to Rome 
for Doctorate in Canon Law. That time the Archdiocese 
needed someone with Doctorate in Canon Law for the 
Ecclesiastical Tribunal, I was told. Fr. Jose Puthiedath, 
my classmate and ordination batchmate had also been 
selected for higher studies in Catechism.

Both of us together with other priests from SM 
church were staying at Collegio Damasceno at the 
beautiful hilltop of Gianicolo in Rome. We were about 
fifty priests from Kerala and a few student priests from 

the Middle East. I enrolled 
at the Pontifical Lateran 
University from where I got my 
first Licentiate in Canon Law 
and then I changed over to the 
Pontifical Oriental Institute, 
where I did a Licentiate 
and Doctorate in Oriental 
Canon Law. That change was 
appropriate in the context of 
the promulgation of the oriental 

code of canon law (CCEO) in 1990. I also did some 
foreign language courses as a part-time hobby.

During that time, the Synod of Bishops of the 
Universal Church was being organized by Pope John 
Paul II The Synod was on Religious Life and Witness. 
Our Rector, a Spanish Carmelite late Fr. Muguel Angel 
OCD, was asked by the Secretariat of the Synod for 
the services of a student preferably having good 
English language background. I was selected for that, 
which was a rare chance to attend the Synod, though 
in another capacity – not as a Synodal Father, but as a 
secretarial staff. It was a unique privilege for me to meet 
and interact with 400 delegates to the Synod of Bishops 
– Cardinals, Archbishops, religious representatives, 
theologians etc. Among others, there was also Mother 

One day, as I was standing at the Lobby 
of the Synod Hall, I saw a few Sisters of 
Mother Theresa  accompanying her into 
the Hall. Seeing her I rushed to her to 

greet and welcome her as a secretarial 
staff. They were happy to see an Indian 

priest there and the Superior told, “I 
entrust Mother to you. Please take care 

of her during the Synod”. I was more than 
happy to do that “service”
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Theresa as a special invitee.
Fr. Etienne Broccard, a French student priest, who 

was staying at the Collegio Damasceno and who has 
already worked at the Secretariat of the Synod, was also 
there to assist in the work. We were a team of 12 priests 
as secretarial staff. I was the only Indian and others 
were from different parts of the world. Others were 
permanent staff. Fr. Etienne joined later as permanent 
staff and is now a member there. My role was to assist 
the Synodal fathers in the Hall. I was put in charge of the 
distribution of presentations and of taking attendance of 
the participants.

For every common session Pope John Paul II was 
present in the Synod Hall, named the Aula Paulo VI. It is 
in this hall, public audiences of the Pope are held during 
the Winter.  The Belgian Archbishop John Schotte, later 
Cardinal, was the Chief of the Synod Secretariat. He 
was known as a polyglot, very efficient in managing 
such an international event. After the initial public 
functions like formal inauguration, the whole assembly 
was divided into groups, known as Circuli Minori. That 
division is based on language and also on geographical 
origin. There were three Groups for English language 
and I was the Secretary of one of them. Mother Theresa 
was a member of that group.

One day, as I was standing at the Lobby of the 
Synod Hall, I saw a few Sisters of Mother Theresa  
accompanying her into the Hall. The MCs had a convent 
inside the Vatican and Mother was staying there. 
Seeing her I rushed to her to greet and welcome her 
as a secretarial staff. They were happy to see an Indian 
priest there and the Superior told, “I entrust Mother to 
you. Please take care of her during the Synod”. I was 
more than happy to do that “service” and every day I 
used to escort Mother to her respective meeting hall 
and back to the Lobby from where the Sisters used to 
take her  back to their home.

In Group B, where Mother was a member – it 
was a curious moment I remember, when I had to take 
attendance of each member. I used to call out among 
others, also “Mother Theresa” and she said “present” 
and I marked in the Register. There were some 

prominent Cardinals and future Cardinals and Superior 
Generals in that group. With some still I cherish good 
contacts and some others I met in different parts of the 
world, where I went as a diplomat of the Holy See.

It is in the Group discussions, the real “business” 
of the Synod is taking place. The ideas are proposed 
there, details are deliberated in one’s own language and 
context. The real propositions or resolutions are formed 
there. I remember some of the interventions of Mother 
Theresa on the need of simplicity and poverty of the 
religious; urgency of strengthening spiritual life and 
promoting spirit of denunciation. It was striking that 
when some of the “experts” came with systematically 
prepared presentations of theological papers with 
footnotes and references, this simple religious sister 
was talking about simple things, straight from her heart. 
No foot note, no reference and no quotations from big 
scholars and theologians. I recall, listening to her many 
were astonished on her sanctity and spiritual vision, but 
some were laughing at or making loose comments on 
her words.

Every day I had to receive Mother at the Lobby and 
escort her to her place in the room of English language 
group. And after the session accompany her to the place 
where her sisters were waiting for her. After weeks of 
“living together” with Mother Theresa, this rhythm of 
acquaintance changed, she moved to the main hall of 
the Synod. 

After that I had various occasions to meet her and 
visit her houses in Cameroon, Iraq, Venezuela (where 
in Cocorotte, she had her first house outside India), 
Congo, New York etc.  More reflections on that will be 
in another Issue.

With the first happy experience at the Synod (happy 
for me and also for the Superiors) I was selected for 
another Synod of Bishops on Church in Africa. There 
I came to know personally many prominent leaders 
of African Church, some of whom became Cardinals 
later. What a happy coincidence or divine providence 
that these contacts facilitated my subsequent seven 
years diplomatic service in Africa – in Cameroon, 
Guinea Equatorial, Congo and Gabon. 
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CURIA NEWS

Rev. Fr. Babu Kattakayam, relieved from St Mary’s Church Ayanagar and appointed as Spiritual Father, St.  
Kuriakose Elias Chavara Minor Seminary, w.e.f. 10 July 2016.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Kannamthadam, relieved from Blessed Mariam Thressia Church, Burari and appointed as Parish 
Priest of St Mary’s Church, Ayanagar, w.e.f. 01 July 2016.

Rev. Fr. Paul Raj Kodiyan, relieved from St.  Pious Xth Church, Dwarka and appointed as Parish Priest of Blessed 
Mariam Thressia Church, Burari and as Director of Diocesan Social Services, w.e.f. 01 July 2016.

Rev. Fr. Benny Palatty, relieved from Amalolbhavamatha Church, Mahipalpur and appointed as Parish Priest of St. 
Pious Xth Church, Dwarka, w.e.f. 01 July 2016.

Rev. Fr. Mathew (Benny) Akkoottu CST, Priest in Charge of  Amalolbhavamatha Church, Mahipalpur and Resident 
Priest at Little Flower Church, Lado Sarai, w.e.f. 23 June 2016.

Rev. Fr. George Thuppalanjiyil MST, relieved from St. Joseph’s Church, Kalkaji and appointed as Parish Priest of 
Mary Matha Church, Ludhiyana, w.e.f. 15 June 2016.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Ayyamkolil, Parish Priest of St. Joseph’s Church, Kalkaji, w.e.f. 15 June 2016.

Rev. Fr. James Ezhanikkattu, Parish Priest of Kristhuraja Cathedral Forane Church, Faridabad, w.e.f. 28 May 2016. 

Rev. Fr. Julius Karukanthara, Parish Priest of St. Alphonsa Church, Noida and Diocesan Vocation Promoter, w.e.f. 
26 June 2016;  Director of Altar Servers Association and Director of Holy Childhood Association, w.e.f. 15 July 2016.

Rev. Fr. Nixon Kottayil MCBS, Parish Priest of St. Padre Pio Church, Rohini, w.e.f. 30 May 2016.

Rev. Fr. Mathew Kochuveettil CFIC, relieved from St. Mary’s Church, Mayur Vihar Phase –I and appointed as Parish 
Priest of Holy Family Church, Pushpvihar, w.e.f. 15 June 2016.

Rev. Fr. Mathew (Manoj) Kollamparambil, Parish Priest of St. Mary’s Church, Mayur Vihar Phase – I, w.e.f. 15 June 
2016.

Rev. Fr. Rony Thoppilan, Priest in Charge of Infant Jesus Mission Station, Mallewala, Punjab, w.e.f. 25 April 2016.

Rev. Fr. Robin Areeparambil CST, Priest in Charge of St. Joseph’s Mission Station, Mudki, Punjab, w.e.f. 31 May 
2016.

Rev. Fr. Saji George Valavil, Vice Rector and Procurator, St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara Minor Seminary, Sanjopuram, 
w.e.f. 05 May 2016.

Rev. Fr. Shibu Kalassiyil CMF, Parish Priest of St. Claret Church, Gurgaon, w.e.f. 16 May 2016.

Rev. Fr. Vargehse Ithithara, Priest in Charge of St. George Church, Greater Noida, w.e.f. 01 March 2016.

Rev. Fr. Biju Kannampuzha, Asst. Parish Priest of Mary Matha Church, Ludhiyana, w.e.f. 15 July 2016.

Rev. Fr. Mathew Azhakanakunnel, Asst. Parish Priest of Assumption Forane Church, Mayur Vihar Phase – III w.e.f. 
15 July 2016.

Rev. Fr. Mathew Paraplackal SAC, relieved from Mary Matha Church, Ludhiyana.

Rev. Fr. Rajan Punnakkal relieved from Kristhuraja Cathedral Forane Church, Faridabad and the Directorship of 
Diocesan Charismatic and Jesus Youth Movements.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Muthuplackal MST, relieved from St. Alphonsa Church, Noida.

Rev. Fr. Alex Muttathu MCBS, relieved from St. Padre Pio Church, Rohini.

Rev. Fr. Tiyo Kochukavumpurathu CST, relieved from St. Joseph’s Mission Station, Mudki, Punjab.

Rev. Fr. Sinoj Jacob Pattathil CMF, relieved from St. Claret Church, Gurgaon.

Appointment and transfer of Priests
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Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara,
Chairman Labour Commission, 

Northern Regional Bishops' Council

Sr. Rani HCM 
Programme Manager, CBCI Office for Labour, Delhi

It is an urgent need to ensure justice to the vast majority of the unorganised workers 
in India, requested Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara, the Chairman of North 

Regional Labour Commission to the Government. His Grace inaugurated the one 
day seminar organised by CBCI Office for Labour in collaboration with the North 
Regional Labour Commission at Faridabad Bishop’s House, Karolbagh, New Delhi. 
94% of Indian workforces are unorganised workers and the Government of past or 
the present hardly do anything for the welfare and security of these poor workers in 
the metropolitan city like Delhi. Government has a bounden duty to these migrant 
unorganised workers to help them to have at least the minimum basic necessities met. It 
is an injustice when we enjoy their service done at various development areas and close 
the eyes conveniently neglecting their rights and basic needs. Archbishop Kuriakose 
Bharanikulangara reminded that the church must take extra steps in this year of Mercy 
to stand by these hand to mouth labourers who have no option other than to toil in spite 
of the freakish whether in an unfamiliar place. The plights of the unorganised migrant 
workers are unimaginable. Fr. Jaison Vadassery, Secretary, CBCI Office for Labour, Dr. 
Krishnakumar, Sri Venkatesware College, University of Delhi, Msgr. Jose Edassery, the 
Vicar General, Diocese of Faridabad, Sr. Rani HCM, Programme Manager, CBCI Office 
for Labour spoke on this occasion. 62 Representatives from Himachal, Hariyana, Jammu 
& Kashmir, Punjab and Delhi participated in the seminar. 

Ensure justice
to the Unorganised Workers
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After the establishment of the Eparchy of 
Faridabad for the Syro-Malabar Church, 

Archbishop Anil T. Couto, Archbishop of Delhi 
and Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara of 
Faridabad had published a Joint-Pastoral Letter (JPL) 
in November 2013. It was meant for regulating the 
inter-ritual relations between the Archdiocese of 
Delhi and the Eparchy of Faridabad. Also to address 
the question of pastoral care of those Syro-Malabar 
faithful remaining with the Latin parishes. This joint 
Pastoral Letter had given “certain essential principles 
and a broad frame work for the priests, religious 
and the lay faithful of the Archdiocese of Delhi and 
the Eparchy of Faridabad to live in communion as 
members of two sui iuris churches, within One Holy 
Catholic and Apostolic Church, within the territory of 
the Archdiocese of Delhi.” However, in the aftermath 
of the publication of that document, “some members 
of the Oriental Church, having lived for a long time 
in a Latin ecclesial context in Delhi felt a sense of 
disorientation” and had approached the Holy See for 
some guidance. Recently the Sacred Congregation 
for the Oriental Churches has issued an Instruction 

on the matter. (In the previous Number of SM that 
was published).

For better understanding and a correct 
application of the Instruction, we studied in depth 
that document and compared it with its precedent 
joint-Pastoral Letter.  The Instruction states that the 
new Eparchy is created for all Syro-Malabar faithful 
living within its territory and they are members of 
the Eparchy of Faridabad. All Syro-Malabar faithful 
living in this territory come under the jurisdiction of 
its Bishop.  The argument of some for ‘freedom of 
choice’ is flatly refuted by the Instruction stating that 
“there does not exist a general right to choose one’s 
rite; rather there is a duty to follow one’s own rite 
insofar as possible”. 

The document refers to the possibility of passing/
changing over to another sui iuris Church and states 
that if both the concerned Pastors are in agreement, 
the permission of the Holy See for that is presumed. 
The communication upholds that one’s inherited rite 
can be changed through a proper canonical procedure. 
In the context of Delhi, both the bishops have agreed 
to facilitate such moves of changing the rite for 

A Study on Recent Instruction From The Vatican

The Pastoral Care of the 
Syro-Malabar Faithful 
in The Latin Parishes

[Editorial Team]
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those who opt for it. The Synod of the Syro-Malabar 
Church has also endorsed this type of change of rite.

However, the Instruction understands perfectly 
the particular pastoral predicament of some faithful 
who “experience difficulties participating in the 
parish of their own Church sui iuris”.  They do not 
wish to pass over to the Latin Church, but at the same 
time would like to exercise the right to participate 
in the Liturgical functions of any sui iuris Church. 
In fact, this has been emphasized in the JPL that 
“the faithful of any sui iuris 
Church are certainly welcome 
to participate actively in the 
liturgical celebrations of any 
other sui iuris Church. Our 
faith must be practiced in 
peace and serenity and without 
any tension”.

A Syro-Malabar faithful, 
in force of law itself, is a 
member of the Syro-Malabar 
parish where he has domicile. 
Their legitimate parish priest is 
that of the Syro-Malabar parish 
of the region. Nevertheless the 
Latin parish priest can be a 
substitute for that legitimate 
SM parish priest. The Instruction emphasizes that the 
faithful ascribed to the SMC residing in the territory 
of the Eparchy of Faridabad are subject to the 
Eparchial bishop of Faridabad, even if, in practice, 
they frequent Latin parishes. However, if some 
faithful wish so, they can get fully involved in the 
life and activities of the parish of the Latin Church. 
This arrangement requires that each one should know 
which are the Syro-Malabar parishes near to their 
domicile. Besides, this requires also a register in the 
Syro-Malabar parishes about such people and such 
persons must be enrolled in the parish registers. In 
practice, the Latin parish is required to compile a 
list of such persons and inform the respective Syro-
Malabar parish priests. This kind of documentation 

is important because certain sacraments of the Syro-
Malabar faithful practicing in the Latin parish are 
to be registered in the Church books. If such proper 
documentation is maintained in each parish – both 
Latin and Syro-Malabar – issuing of subsequent 
certificates will be easier.

The Instruction gives clear norms – “within 
the framework of existing laws” and “observing 
the current canonical norms”   about the sacraments 
of baptism, confirmation and marriage. The 

document states that for 
these sacraments of Syro-
Malabar faithful in Delhi that 
require jurisdictional or legal 
authorization  - Baptism, 
confirmation and marriage 
-they have to approach the 
Syro-Malabar Church. The 
Instruction obliges the Latin 
Parish Priest who substitutes 
for the faithful’s legitimate 
pastor to “fulfill what is 
established by law for these 
sacraments.” “For Baptism, 
the Latin pastor will request 
permission from the Oriental 
Pastor (cfr. CCEO 677,1; 683) 

moreover, the Latin pastor will send to the Oriental 
Pastor a certificate of baptism for notification. 
The same process regards confirmation. Instead, 
for marriage of two Orientals the Latin pastor will 
request delegation ad validitatem from the Oriental 
pastor.  Accordingly, for baptism and confirmation of 
these oriental faithful, the Latin Parish Priest needs 
the permission from the Oriental Pastor.

The registration of such baptism and 
confirmation has to be recorded in the Latin as well as 
in the Oriental parishes “specifying the membership 
in the SMC”. Regarding marriage, the Latin pastor is 
the competent minister if one of the parties is Latin. If 
both parties are Orientals, the Latin pastor will have 
to request delegation ad validitatem from the oriental 

A Syro-Malabar faithful, in force of 
law itself, is a member of the Syro-
Malabar parish where he has domicile. 
Their legitimate parish priest is that of 
the Syro-Malabar parish of the region. 
Nevertheless the Latin parish priest can 
be a substitute for that legitimate SM 
parish priest. The Instruction emphasizes 
that the faithful ascribed to the SMC 
residing in the territory of the Eparchy 
of Faridabad are subject to the Eparchial 
bishop of Faridabad, even if, in practice, 
they frequent Latin parishes. However, if 
some faithful wish so, they can get fully 
involved in the life and activities of the 
parish of the Latin Church.
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pastor. In such cases, a notification is to be sent to 
the Oriental pastor. The Instruction calls for inter-
ecclesial collaboration based on respect, solicitude 
and promptitude from both Churches.

When these sacraments of such faithful are to be 
administered in Kerala, the Instruction calls for same 
spirit of “willing collaboration” from all concerned – 
both priests and the Synod. The “free status” certificate 
will be accepted either from the Syro-Malabar 
parish* or the Latin Pastor of the place of baptism. It 
may be noted that since such persons names will be 
already enrolled in the respective parish register of 
the Syro-Malabar parish (of domicile), one is free to 
get it from that Syro-Malabar parish (*) or from the 
Latin parish if she/he is baptized there. The latter case 
presupposes also a baptism certificate from the Latin 
parish. It may be noted not from “any” Latin parish, 
but from the Latin parish where she/he is baptized. 
This excludes those recent arrivals in Delhi. The 
Instruction further specifies that if other attestations 
are needed, these should be given by the Latin pastor 
of the parish frequented by the individual.

The Instruction is concluded stating that since 
this situation can be managed in the current canonical 
framework, no special and general permission – Indult 

– is needed at present. We understand the “demand” 
of the mass petition submitted to the Holy See was for 
such an Indult in the model of Kalyan Indult.

As it was stated in the JPL that “it is our ardent 
hope and prayer that we will always live in a spirit of 
love, mutual respect and cooperation eschewing from 
our life all feelings of conflict, competition or rivalry 
and what is most important to our Christian life is our 
common witness to the Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
and to our unity in the Church.”  The Instruction also 
calls for mutual understanding and respect and invites 
all to facilitate the tranquil and serene prosecution of 
their life of faith. All such faithful are requested to 
accept joyfully this ecclesiastical norm and “to foster 
the harmonious coexistence of the faithful of the 
various sui iuris Churches in India”.

As pastors concerned with the salus animarum 
of the faithful in this capital city and urged by the 
pastoral solicitude, we exhort you that there is no room 
for triumphalism or defeat in this matter. We all are 
sons and daughters of the same Father Almighty and 
members of the one and same Universal Church under 
the Petrine authority of the Holy Father. Each Church 
has got its own venerable liturgical and canonical 
practices which should be respected by all. 
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Website launching at IJS, Dwarka.
Infant Jesus school’s e-portal for communication 
with parents and public has been officially launched 
by Archbishop Bharanikulangara during the meeting 
held at school. Esteemed presence of  Rev. Msgr. 
Jose Edassery, Rev. Fr. Davis Kalliyathuparambil,  
Manager, Rev. Fr. Benny Palatty, Director and Rev. 
Sr. Annie, Principal along with school community 
were there. 

Blessing of Infant Jesus School’s Extention
Blessing of Infant Jesus School’s extension has been 
done in communion and gratitude by Archbishop 
Kuriakose Bharanikulangara on 25th April, 2016. 
Presence of Rev. Msgr. Jose Edassery, Vicar General,  
Rev. Fr. Davis Kalliyathuparambil,  Manager, Rev. Fr. 
Benny Palatty, Director and Rev. Sr. Annie, Principal 
Rev. Fr. Anoop Narimattathil, Vicar, Infant Jesus 
Forane Church, Palam, Rev. Fr. Paul Raj Kodiyan, 
Vicar, St. Pius X Church, Dwarka and  school 
community expressed the Diocesan togetherness and 
communion in the mission of educating the future 
generation. While delivering message, Archbishop 
has reiterated Diocesan plans about the vision and 
mission in the field of education. 

INAUGURATION AND BLESSING  OF

Infant Jesus Preschool – an extension of Infant Jesus School, Dwarka

IFJ Dwarka NEWS
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,
On this Prison Ministry Sunday the Church 

asks us to make a journey, a journy to meet the 
prisoners and prisons with the theme,“Prisoners 
no more but brothers and sisters”. The gospel of 
today is a reflection on the adulterous woman and 
Jesus’ Mercy upon her. On Monday, April 7th, 2014 
during Pope’s Mass at the Vatican City, he reflected 
on the same biblical scene in which Jesus prevents 
the stoning of the adulterous woman, observing how 
the Lord’s forgiveness extends even beyond what is 
considered just. “So Jesus was left alone with the 
woman before him and said to her: ‘woman, where 
are they? Has no one condemned you?”

When the woman replied to Jesus saying “No 
one, sir,” she did not say, it was a false accusation: 
neither did she say ‘I have not committed adultery,’” 
the Pope explained, emphasizing: “she recognizes 
her sin”. “Mercy goes beyond in such a way that sin 
is put to the side: 

“We look at the sky, there are many, many stars; 
but when the sun rises in the morning, the light is 
such that we can’t see the stars,” the Holy Father 
reflected, highlighting that “God’s mercy is like 
that: a great light of love and tenderness.”

 Jesus does not humiliate her but says: ‘Go and 
do not sin again!”. Jesus’ mercy is great. It forgives 
us and heals us!”
The Prison Situation
Who are there in the prisons? Are the prisons 

filled with the violent, the organized gangsters and 
racketeers? Hardly! They are filled with the poor, 
socially, accused of petit offences and the mentally 
ill. Under trial prisoners numbering 282879 
prisoners form an overwhelmingly large portion of 
the total prison population of 418536 prisoners as 
per the Government record of 2014. The under trial 
population has been increasing over the years and 
came to 67.6 percent and the convicted prisoners 
being just 31.4 percent. 

Again, most of the under trials are people 
who cannot pay the money for bail and do not have 
sufficient proof of residence. They cannot assure the 
court that they will turn up for the next date of hearing.
 Ministry of the presence.
The volunteers walk with the forgotten and despised 
of our society. They are with them to listen to their 
story, their spiritual needs, their hopes and dreams, 
regardless of their culture and creed. The volunteers’ 
day is unpredictable as they never know from one 
moment to the next what they will have to face. It 
could be a death or the death of a family member 
or an attempted suicide in a family. There may be 
persons weeping in the corners of prison, because 
being the first time in jail they are in great fear of 
their safety. They are angry and revengeful. They 
speak ill of everyone. What the volunteers can do, 
is to sit in silence, place them in the hands of our 
loving God and pray that peace will soften their 
murderous mind, give them hope and solace and 

Please read the pastoral letter in all the churches on 
14th  August, 2016, in connection with Prison Ministry 
Sunday

Bishop Peter Remigius
Patron of Prison Ministry India

Pastoral Letter
Prison Ministry Sunday
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that the Great Lover of all humanity will touch their 
souls and heal their tortured minds. 

One of the volunteers shared her experience. Not 
so long ago she met a man who had just murdered his 
mother. He was shaking from head to foot, a body 
riddled with the effects of alcohol.  He sat in front of 
her, a broken man trying to come to terms with what 
had happened that fateful night. Although he appeared 
to be a gentle person, a person who had cared for his 
mother but circumstances had led to explode in anger. 
He spoke how angry his family was with him and 
how they did not want anything to do with him. He 
felt isolated and alone, staying with him, gave him 
time to tell his story. He himself felt horrified by his 
action. In his agony she was able to be with him in an 
unconditional concern to help him to prevent from a 
further decline of his dignity of a human person.
The year of Mercy and Prison Ministry Sunday
In this holy year of mercy Prison Ministry Sunday 
has got a special importance. On the 1st September 
2015 Pope Francis wrote to Archbishop Rino 
Fisichella , President of Pontifical Council for the 
Promotion of New Evangelization and the details of 
the opening of the Holy Doors in the Jubilee Year 
that “the imprisoned may obtain the indulgence in 
the chapel of the prisons; May they all be touched in 
a tangible way by the mercy of the Father who wants 
to be close to those who have the greatest need of 
His forgiveness; May the gesture of directing their 
thoughts and prayers to the Father each time they 
cross the threshold of their cell signify for them their 
passage through the Holy Door, because the mercy 
of God is able to transform hearts, and is also able to 
transform the bars into an experience of freedom”. 
So in this Holy Year of Mercy you can participate 
in the various programmes of Prison Ministry 
India such as in the release of innocent prisoners, 
participating in victim and offender reconciliation 
programme, visiting families of victims, helping 
prisoners’ children, helping rehabilitation of 
prisoners, arranging visit of family members in 
prisons and so on.

Faith and Spirituality of Christians towards 
the prisoners
Compassion is a core virtue of our faith and as 
volunteers, these qualities need to be evident to 
the prisoners. The nature of prisons deepens their 
worthlessness and our interaction and reflection 
with them enables them to increase their self worth, 
dignity and identity to crawl back into their lives. 
The spirituality of prison ministry is based on this 
Faith. Faith helps us to be listeners. Faith helps us 
to cross the borders on the seemingly inaccessible 
shores. Faith illumines us and helps us to see the 
reality as God sees. Faith helps us to be merciful 
to the prisoners. Faith does not depart us from the 
world but make us socially responsible on what is 
believed to the social dimension of Christian charity. 
Conclusion
It is a fact that the various activities of the prison 
ministry do not make any enriching relationship with 
the outside world. Most often volunteers are not able 
to take any one to the place where they are working. 
People at the gate of the prison may not show any 
familiarity towards them. They are always treated as 
unwelcome guests. Even after a tiresome time spent in 
prison they have to make phone calls to relatives and 
advocates. Always they get the answer from the family 
members,” let him or her be there. Don’t bother about 
him or her”. They are not entertained. Volunteers are in 
need of perseverance in all their endevours of helping 
a person in prison. They are at the mercy to make some 
assistance for a person in prison. So I would like to call 
all the volunteers of prison ministry as hidden heroes 
of the Church. I appreciate you for your generous 
contribution that you make every year. St. Maximilian 
Kolbe, the patron saint of Prison Ministry India may 
guide you. “I alone cannot change the world, but I can 
cast a stone across the waters to create many ripples” 
says Bl.Mother Theresa. Let us do our might. May 
God bless you and be with you. 

Yours devotedly in Christ, 
Bishop Peter Remigius
Patron of Prison Ministry India
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Inaugural function of Faridabad Diocese’s 
Catechetical year 2016-17 was held on Sunday, 

the 10th July 2016 at Christ Hall, Sanjoepuram, 
Faridabad.  The program started with the Chaplet 
of Divine Mercy (Karunakontha). Children of 
Sanjoepuram Children’s village presented a Prayer 
dance.

The Bishop of Faridabad Diocese, His Grace 
Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara, inaugurated 
the Catechism Academic year 2016-17 and urged the 
Catechism Teachers to be the role models for the 
children and the society.  His Grace released the logo 
of this year’s motto and distributed the prizes of the 
last year's Rank Holders of Scholarship Examination 
and Trophies to the Model Sunday Schools.   

St. Padre Pio,  Rohini, St. Jude Thaddeus, Ashok 
Vihar and St. Augustine’s Forane, Karol Bagh (North 
Zone), St. Joseph’s Kalkaji, Our Lady of Fatima 
Forane, Jassola and St. Peter’s Faridabad (South 

Zone), St. Mary’s, Mayur Vihar –1,  Assumption 
Forane, Mayur Viahr-3 and Mary Matha, Mayur 
Vihar-2 (East Zone), Infant Jesus Forane, Palam, 
St. Chavara Kuriakose Elias, Hari Nagar and St. 
Thomas,  Janakpuri (West Zone) were selected as 
model Sunday Schools for the year 2015-16.

The Catechism Diary was released by the Vicar 
General of Faridabad Diocese, Msgr. Jose Edassery 
by giving a copy to Ann Theresa Saji, Class-1, First 
Rank Holder and the Academic Calendar was released 
by Rev. Fr. Peter, Kanjirakkattukari, Executive 
Director of Sanjoepuram Children’s village by giving 
a copy to Rev. Fr. John Kapyarumalayil C.S.T.

Rev. Fr. Francis Karthanam, V.C. took an 
orientation class for the teachers on this year’s motto 
i.e.  “Faith Formation to live out God’s Mercy”.   He 
explained that a catechism teacher should be well 
prepared to be a Catechist and should be aware about 
the background of each child. 

DIOCESAN CATECHISM ACADEMIC YEAR 2016-17 
catechism NEWS
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ADDON SEBY 
CLASS-1,3RD RANK 

HARINAGAR

ELAINA MATHEW 
CLASS-1, 2ND RANK 

R.K. PURAM

ANN THERESA SAJI 
CLASS -I, 1ST RANK 

PUSHP VIHAR

ASMITA KS 
CLASS 7, 3RD RANK
DILSHAD GARDEN 

JEROME SHIJO 
CLASS-7,  2ND RANK

MAYUR VIHAR-3

ANANYA JAISON
CLASS-7, 1ST RANK 

KALKAJI

AUSTIN S. GEORGE
CLASS-2, 3RD RANK 

MAYUR VIHAR-3

ABIN PRINCE 
CLASS-2, 2ND RANK 

R.K. PURAM

RIYU SHEELU 
CLASS-2 1ST RANK 

VIKAS PURI

JOMLIN JOHN 
CLASS-8, 3RD RANK 

LADO SARAI

SHALET JAYAN 
CLASS-8, 2ND RANK 

HARINAGAR

REMYA SAJI 
CLASS-8 1ST RANK 

PALAM

MARIA MONICA PHILIP 
CLASS-3, RANK-3 
JASOLA, OKHLA

NIA STEPHAN 
CLASS-3, 2ND RANK 

MAYUR VIHAR-3

LAYONA ANNA BINU 
CLASS-3, 1ST RANK 

FARIDABAD

ANGELA THOMAS 
CLASS-9, 3RD RANK 
DILSHAD GARDEN

ELIZABETH BENNY
CLASS-9 2ND RANK 

KALKAJI

ASHITA SIBICHAN
CLASS-9, RANK-1
JASSOLA, OKHLA

RIYA VARGHESE 
CLASS-4, 3RD RANK 

MOTIAKHAN(PAHARGANJ)

DONA ELIZABETH THOMAS 
CLASS-4, 2ND RANK 

HARINAGAR 

IVIN B MATHEW
CLASS-4, 1ST RANK 

GURGAON S.H

ANJALI ELEZABETH JOY 
CLASS-10, 3RD RANK 

PUSHP VIHAR

ARSHA LIZ M. JOS 
CLASS-10, 2ND RANK 

DILSHAD GARDEN

DIVYA M.S.
CLASS-10, 1ST RANK 

JANAKPURI

BENNET JOY, 
CLASS-5, 3RD RANK 

MOTIAKHAN(PAHARGANJ)

ATHIRA ANN. M. JOS, 
CLASS-5, 2ND RANK 
DILSHAD GARDEN

ALINA MATHEW 
CLASS-5, 1ST RANK 

PALAM 

LEAH JOBY 
CLASS-11, 3RD RANK

MAYUR VIHAR-3

NEHA MARIA BENNY 
CLASS 11, RANK 2 
JASOLA, OKHLA

ASHLY SIBICHAN
CLASS-11, 1ST RANK 

JASOLA, OKHLA

JULIA MARY THOMAS 
CLASS-6, 3RD RANK 

HARI NAGAR 

ALANA SEBY 
CLASS-6, 2ND RANK 

HARI NAGAR

AMAL MATHEWS TOM 
CLASS-6, 1ST RANK 

BURARI 

JACQUELINE JOSEPH 
CLASS-12, 3RD RANK 

JASSOLA, OKHLA

RASIL SABU 
CLASS-12, 2ND RANK 

PALAM

NIKHILA MATHEW 
CLASS-12, 1ST RANK 

MAYUR VIHAR-3

SCHOLARSHIP EXAMINATION 2015-16
RANK HOLDERS
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Family apostolate NEWS

Marriage Preparation Course

Marriage Preparation Courses for the month 
of July was conducted from 1st July to 3rd July, 
2016 at Alphonsa Pastoral Centre, Okhla Vihar 
and 42 persons participated. As usual group 
activities, individual counselling sessions and 
confessions made the preparation more effective. 
Rev.Fr.Jose Edassery Vicar General of Faridabad 

Diocese addressed the participants for a brief 
time. The whole hearted support from the director 
of Alphonsa Pastoral Centre Rev.Fr.Jacob 
Nangelimalil and the youth volunteers of Jasola 
Parish under the leadership of Dn.Joseph made 
this event in the new Pastoral Centre, a pleasant 
experience. 

How to book:
Online : www.familyapostolatefaridabad.com
SMS : 7838567767        
Email : mpcfaridabad@gmail.com
Number of seats for each course is limited t. Advance 
booking is compulsory. Booking closes when the seats are 
full. Therefore book your seats well in advance ( 2 months 
to 1 week)

Marriage Preparation Courses (MPC) For The Year 2016
Venue : Alphonsa Pastoral Centre, Okhla Vihar , 

Course dates for the year 2016:
(Course begins at 9 A.M. on Day 1 (Friday) and ends at 5 P.M. on Day 3 (Sunday)

August 5,6 & 7

September 2, 3 & 4

October 7,8 & 9

October 21,22 & 23

November 4,5 & 6

December 2, 3 & 4

Information required for booking:
1) Course date you are planning to attend 2) Your name 3) Male or female
4) Mobile No. 5) Email ID & 6) Parish (place).
Instructions: Please bring along 1) The registration form( can be downloaded from the website”www.
familyapostolatefaridabad.com”) duly signed by the parish priest or a letter for the purpose 2) Two passport 
size photos 3) Personal care things for 3 days’ stay and 4) The course fee Rs.1600/-. 
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General Body Meeting 

Mathrujyothis NEWS

General Body Meeting (GBM) of the Syro-
Malabar Mathruvedhi was held on 12 &13   July 2016 
at Mount St. Thomas, Kakanad, Kerala. The GBM was 
well participated by 80 representatives of 19 Dioceses 
from Kerala & also from outside Kerala. Mrs. Molly 
Louis, Mathrujyothis Diocesan Senate member & 
President of Assumption Forane Church Mayur Vihar 
III was represented for Faridabad-Delhi Diocese.

The programme was inaugurated by His Grace 
Cardinal Mar George Allencherry. The meeting 

was chaired by Mrs. Delcy Luckachan, President 
of Syro-Malabar Mathruvedhi. Introductory Talk 
was given by Rev. Fr. Joseph Kochuprampil, 
Director of Syro-Malabar MV. His Grace Cardinal 
Mar George Allencherry spoke about the important 
role of a “Mother” in the Church & family. Each 
Diocese presented their report for the 6 Months. 
Mrs. Molly Louis presented the Report of 
Faridabad diocese. There were Panel Discussions 
regarding Family, leadership, Nursing care, Waste 
managements, educational help. His Excellency 
Bp. Joseph Perumthottam, Diocese of Manathavadi 
gave concluding message of GBM.

 Festal Greetings: The Mathrujyothis 
Diocesan executives went to wish His Grace, 
Archbishop  Kuriakose Bharanikulangara on his 
Feast day on15th July. 

Retreats for Elders
St. Alphonsa Pastoral Centre of the Diocese of Faridabad-Delhi offers two retreats every month. Second 
week-end (Friday, Saturday, Sunday) retreat is preached by Rev. Fr. Mathew Kochuveetil and team 
(Navekarana Dhyanam) and fourth week-end (Friday, Saturday, Sunday) retreat is preached by Rev. 
Fr. James Ezhanikattu and team (Kripamari Dhyanam). Registrations for retreats in August second week 
(12, 13, 14) and fourth week (26, 27, 28) are already started. All are cordially invited to participate in 
the retreat. Please register the names in advance. First 40 will be admitted to the retreat. Retreats are 
preached in Malayalam.

Retreat for Children
St. Alphonsa Pastoral Centre of the Diocese of Faridabad also gives One Day Retreat from 5th standard 
to 8th standard students on 18th of August from 9.00 am to 4.pm. Retreat is preached in Malayalam, 
English or Hindi. Please register the names in advance. First 40 will be admitted to the retreat.

Contact: St. Alphonsa Pastoral Centre Tel. 7838844391
Rev. Dr. Jacob Nangelimalil, Director

ST. ALPHONSA PASTORAL CENTRE
DIOCESE OF FARIDABAD-DELHI
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tIcf It¯m-en-¡m-k-̀ -bnÂ Bßo-b \ho-I-cWcwK v̄ Ignª 25 hÀj-ambn {]hÀ¯n¨p 

t]mcp¶ Hcp {]Øm-\-am-Wv kv]ncnäv C³ Po-k-kv. Cu {]Øm\w {io tSmw kJ-dn-bm-bpsS  t\Xr-

Xz-̄ nÂ CSp¡n PnÃ-bnse kqcy-s\ÃnbnÂ Bcw-̀ n v̈ {ItaW aäp cq]-X-I-fn-te¡pw kwØm-\-§-

fn-te¡pw hym]n-̈ p. It¯m-en-¡À¡p ]pdta CX-c-k-̀ mw-K-§fpw Cu {]Øm-\-̄ nÂ tNÀ¶n-«p - v. 

Ct¸mÄ Hcp k -̀bp-sSbpw {]tXy-I \nb-{ -́W-̄ n\v hnt[-b-am-ImsX kzX-{ -́ambn {]hÀ¯n-¡p-¶Xpw 

Aevam-bÀ t\XrXzw sImSp-¡p-¶-Xp-am-Wv Cu {]Øm\w. ChÀ ]cn-ip-² -IpÀ_m-\-tbmSpw ssZh-

am-Xm-hn-t\m-Sp-apÅ `àn ]cn-t]m-jn-̧ n-¡p-¶p-s -¦nepw It¯m-en¡mk -̀bpsS ASn-Øm-\-]-c-amb 

hnizm-k-hn-j-b-§-fnÂ hn. -{K-Ù-̄ n\pw, k`m-{]-t_m-[-\-§-Ä¡pw ]mc-¼-cy-§Ä¡pw -\nc-¡m¯ 

Nne {]t_m-[-\-§Ä h¨p]peÀ¯p-¶p v. {]kw-K-§-fn-eq-sS-bpw  {]Øm-\-̄ nsâ Pnlz-bmb ""CXm 

\nsâ A½'' F¶ amkn-I-bn-eq-sSbpw Ah-cpsS Bib§Ä {]N-cn-̧ n-¡pIbmWv. kzIm-cyshfn- 

]m-SpIÄ¡mWvv k`bpsS HutZym-KnI{]t_m[\-§-sf¡mÄ IqSp-XÂ {][m\yw \evIp-¶Xv.

kv]ncnäv C³ Pokkv {]Øm-\-¡mÀ A_-²-P-Sn-e-amb Nne D]-tZ-i-§Ähgn hnizm-kn-Isf 

hgnsXän-¡p-¶Xv tIc-f-sa-{Xm³ kanXn AXoh-Ku-c-h-t¯msSbmWv ho£n-¡p¶Xv. ]ecpw hnizm-

k-ssh-]-co-Xy-§-fnÂ sN¶p ]Xn-¡m-\n-S-bp-Å-Xp-sIm v hnizm-kn-IÄ¡v ap¶-dn-bn¸p \evtI-

Xv  CS-b-·mÀ F¶ \ne-bnÂ R§-fpsS IS-a-bm-Wv.  ac-Wm-\-´cPohnXw, CXc aX-§-tfmSpw 

kmwkvIm-cn-Im-\p-cq-]-W-§-tfmSpapÅ kao-]-\w, thZ-]p-kvXI hymJym\w F¶nh kw_-Ôn-

¨mWv IqSp-XÂ A_-t²m-]-tZ-i-§-fpw. AXn-\mÂ C¯cw hnjb§fnÂ k`bpsS \ne]mSp  

hyàam¡m³ B{Kln¡p¶p. 

1. X\-Xp-hn[n
X\-Xp-hn-[n-bn-Ã, s]mXp-hn-[n- am-{X-ta-bp-Åq-sh¶mWvv kv]ncnäv C³ Pokkv ]Tn-̧ n-¡p-¶Xv. AXn- 

\mÂ \c-I-¯nÂ t]mb-hÀ¡pw \nXy-hn-[n-bpsS kµÀ`w hsc am\-km-´-c-¯n\v kab-ap-s ¶v 

AhÀ {]t_m-[n-¸n-¡p-¶p. F¶mÂ It¯m-en-¡mk`-bpsS {]t_m-[\w CXmWv: ""{InkvXp-hnÂ 

shfn-hm-¡-s¸« Ir]m-h-cs¯ kzoI-cn-¡p-¶-Xnt\m Xnc-kvIcn-¡p-¶-Xnt\m km²y-amb kabw 

F¶ \ne-bn-epÅ a\p-jy-Po-hn-X-¯n\v acWw A´yw Ipdn-¡p-¶p'' (CCC 1021). 

HcmÄ acn-¨mÂ DS³Xs¶ kzÀ¤¯n-t\m, \c-I-¯nt\m, ip²o-I-cW Øe¯nt\m AÀl-\m-

bn-¯o-cp-sa¶mWvv It¯m-en-¡m-k` ]Tn-¸n-¡p-¶Xv. ""Hmtcm a\p-jy\pw Xsâ ac-W-¯nsâ \nan-j-

¯nÂXs¶ kzPo-hnXs¯ {InkvXp-hn-t\mSp _Ô-s -̧Sp¯n Xsâ AaÀXy-amb Bßm-hnÂ imizX 

{]Xn-^ew kzoI-cn-¡p¶p: Hcp ip²o-I-cW{]{In-b-bn-eq-sStbm t\cnt«m ku`m-Ky-¯n-te-¡pÅ 

{]th-i-\w, AsÃ-¦nÂ t\cn-«p-ÅXpw imiz-X-hp-amb in£-bn-te-¡pÅ {]th-i\w'' (CCC 1022).

Ref: 2960/K 35/OL/KCBC/DS 3.6.2016

kv]ncnäv C³ Pokkv {]Øm-\-s¯-¡p-dn¨v

tIcf It¯m-en¡m sa{Xm³kanXnbpsS

hne-bn-cp-¯epw ap¶-dn-bn¸pw
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2. \cIw \nXy-aÃ?
s]mXphn[n-hsc \cIw \nXy-aÃ; am\-km ---´-c-¯n\pw ssZh-Ir-]-bn-te¡v XncnsI hcp-¶-Xn\pw 

Ah-k-c-ap v F¶n§s\ kv]ncnäv C³ Pokkv ]Tn-¸n-¡p-¶p v.

It¯m-en-¡m-k-̀ -bpsS {]t_m[\w hfsc hyà-am-Wv: ""a\-kvX-]n v̈ ssZh-̄ nsâ Icp-WmÀ-{Z-

amb kvt\lw kzoI-cn-¡msX amc-I-]m-]-̄ nÂ acn-¡pI F¶-Xnsâ AÀ°w, \½psS kzX-{ -́amb 

Xocp-am-\-{]-Imcw Ft¶-¡p-ambn ssZh-̄ nÂ\n¶v thÀs]-«p-\nev¡pI F¶-Xm-Wv. ssZh-t¯mSpw 

hmgv̄ -s -̧«-h-tcmSpw DÅ kwkÀK¯nÂ  \n¶v kp\n-Ýn-X-ambn \s½ thÀs]-Sp¯n \ndp¯p-¶ 

Ah-Øsb "\cIw' F¶p hnfn-¡p-¶p'' (CCC 1033).

\c-Is¯ ]e kwÚ-IÄsIm- mWv hn. {KÙw hnh£n-¡p-I. "\nXymKv\n' (a¯m 25:41), 

"\nXy-in£' (a¯m 25:46), "eÖbpw \nXy-\n-µbpw' (Zm\n 12:2), "Aán-Özm-ebpw bmX-\bpw' (eq¡m 

16:23þ-24),  "\nXy\miw' (2 sXÊ 1:9), "Hcn-¡epw Ah-km-\n-¡m¯ ]oU\w' (shfn 14:11), "Fcn-ªp-

sIm- n-cn-¡p¶ KÔ-I-̄ -SmIw' (shfn 20:10)  F¶nh-sbÃmw \nXy\c-I-̄ nsâ {]Xo-I-§-fm-Wv. 

_p²n-lo-\-I-fmb I\y-I-IÄ¡pw (a¯m 25:11þ13) \ncp-̄ -c-hm-Zn-Xz-]-c-ambn s]cp-am-dnb `rXy\pw 

(a¯m 24:51)  hnhm-l-hkv{Xw [cn-¡msX hncp-¶p-im-e-bnÂ {]th-in-̈ -h\pw (a¯m 22:13)  thsdm-c-

h-k-cw- In-«n-bn-Ã Ft¶mÀt¡ Xp v.

emk-dn-sâbpw [\-hm-sâbpw D]-a-bnÂ, [\-hmsâ bmN-\bv¡v  A{_lmw \evIp¶ D -̄chpw  

{]k-à-am-Wv: ""R§Ä¡pw \n§Ä¡p-an-S-bnÂ Hc-Km-[-amb KÀ¯hpw Øm]n-¡-s -̧«n-cn-¡p¶p. 

ChnsS \n¶p \n§-fpsS ASp-t¯t¡m AhnsS \n¶v R§-fpsS ASp-t¯t¡m hcm³ B{K-ln-¡p-

¶-hÀ¡v AXp km[n-¡p-I-bnÃ.'' (eq¡ 16:26)

3. \c-Ihpw ]mXm-fhpw X½n-epÅ A´cw
kv]ncnäv C³ Pokkv {]Øm-\-¡mÀ \c-I-s¯bpw ]mXm-f-s¯bpw ka-ambn ImWp-¶-Xp-sIm- 

mWv ""tbip acn v̈ ]mXm-f-̄ n-en-d§n'' F¶ {]tbmKs¯ ASn-Øm-\-am¡n tbip \cIw kµÀin¨p 

F¶p hmZn-¡p-¶-Xv.  BZy \qäm- pI-fnÂ sNdpXpw hep-Xp-amb ]e hnizmk{]am-W-§fpw cq]-

s¸-«p. "A¸-kvtXm-e-·m-cpsS hnizmk{]am-Ww,' AsÃ-¦nÂ "Úm-\-kv\m\ hnizmk {]amWw'  

(Baptismal Creed) F¶-dn-b-s -̧Sp¶ hnizmk{]am-W-̄ n-emWv Cu {]tbmKw ImWp-¶-Xv. F¶mÂ, 

\nJymhnizmk{]am-W-̄ nÂ Cu {]tbmKw ImWp-¶n-Ãm-sb-¶p-ÅXpw kvaÀ -̄hyam-Wv. 

lo{_p-̀ m-j-bnÂ "sjtbmÄ' F¶pw {Ko¡v `mj-bnÂ  "lmsZkv' F¶p-apÅ kwÚ-I-fm-Wv 

]mXm-fs¯ hnh-£n-¡p-hm³ D]-tbm-Kn-¡p-¶-Xv. ̀ qan-¡-Sn-bn-epÅ AÔ-Im-cm-hr-Xhpw iq\y-hp-amb 

Hcp  Øe-am-bn ]mXm-fs¯ C{km-tbÂ Ncn-{X-̄ nsâ {]mcw-̀ -Zi-bnÂ Icp-Xnbncp¶p (tPm_v 

10:21þ22). F¶mÂ, ]nev¡m-e v̄ {Ko¡pNn´m-[m-c-I-fp-am-bpÅ  ]mc-kv]cyw hgn, \·-sN-bvX-hÀ¡pw 

Xn· {]hÀ¯n-̈ -hÀ¡pw Htc ̂ e-amWv e`n-¡p-¶-sX-¦nÂ, AXp ssZh-\o-Xn¡v \nc-¡m-̄ -Xm-sW¶ 

\ho\Nn´ DZv̀ -hn¨p.- _n.kn c mw \qäm- nÂ Fgp-X-s¸« Zm\n-tb-ensâ ]pkvX-I-̄ nÂ \mw C{]-

Imcw hmbn-¡p-¶p: ""`qan-bnse s]mSn-bnÂ Dd-§p¶ At\-IÀ DWcpw; NneÀ \nXy-Po-h-\mbpw; 

NneÀ eÖbvv¡pw \nXy\nµ-bv¡p-ambpw. Úm\n-IÄ BIm-i-hn-Xm-\-̄ nsâ {]` -t]mse Xnf-§pw. 

At\-Isc \oXn-bn-te¡p \bn-¡p-¶-hÀ \£-{X-§-sf-t¸mse F¶p-sa¶pw {]Im-in¡pw'' (Zm-\n 

12:2þ3). acn¨ \oXn-am·m-cpsS ØnXn Poht\m kt´m-jtam ssZh-kvXp-Xnt¸m CÃm¯ Ccp-«-d-bnÂ 

(k-¦o 88:5þ12) AÃ, {]XypX ̀ qan-bnÂ \· {]hÀ¯n-̈ -hÀ "A{_-lm-ansâ aSn-̄ «nÂ hn{i-an-¡p¶p' 

F¶ Bi-b-̄ n-te¡v ]pXnb\nb-a-Im-e v̄ hfÀ¨ D mbn (eq¡m 16:22þ23). \nXy-\-c-Is¯ kqNn-

¸n-¡p-hm³ "tKl¶m' F¶ ]Z-amWv D]-tbm-Kn-̈ n-cp-¶Xv (ko-tbmsâ sX¡p-]-Sn-ªmdp `mK-̄ pÅ 

AKm-[-amb Hcp Xmgvhc-bmWv "Klnt¶mw').  tbip ]mXm-f-̄ nÂ Cd§n F¶ {]tbmKw sIm v \mw 

AÀ°-am-t¡-  Xv tbip bYmÀ°-̄ nÂ acn-̈ p-sh-¶m-Wv, AÃmsX tbip \cIw kµÀin-̈ p-sh¶Ã. 
(XpScpw)
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world NEWS

A renewed interest and a hot discussion about the 
posture of the celebrant during the Mass ignited by 

the statement made by Cardinal Robert Sarah recently 
have drawn the attention of International media.  The 
Holy See has clarified that “new liturgical directives are 
not expected from next Advent, as some have incorrectly 
inferred from some of Cardinal Sarah’s words”

The Vatican press office  released a clarification 
regarding media presentations of an address given July 
5 in London by Cardinal Robert Sarah, prefect of the 
Congregation for Divine Worship. The cardinal spoke 
about Masses celebrated ‘ad orientem,’ that is, with 
the priest facing away from the people (to the east, if 
the church was built with that traditional layout). The 
Vatican’s statement clarifies that the cardinal’s address 
was not an announcement of new directives for the 
celebration of Mass. Here is the text of the statement, 
with the English translation provided by the press office.
Some clarifications on the celebration of Mass

It would appear opportune to offer clarification in 
the light of information circulated in the press after a 
conference held in London a few days ago by Cardinal 
Sarah, prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship. 
Cardinal Sarah has always been rightly concerned about 
the dignity of the celebration of Mass, so as to express 
appropriately the attitude of respect and adoration for 
the Eucharistic mystery. Some of his expressions have 
however been incorrectly interpreted, as if they were 
intended to announce new indications different to those 
given so far in the liturgical rules and in the words of 
the Pope regarding celebration facing the people and 
the ordinary rite of the Mass.

Therefore it is useful to remember that in the 

Institutio Generalis Missalis Romani (General 
Instruction of the Roman Missal), which contains the 
norms relating to the Eucharistic celebration and is 
still in full force, paragraph no. 299 states that: “Altare 
extruatur a pariete seiunctum, ut facile circumiri et 
in eo celebratio versus populum peragi possit, quod 
expedit ubicumque possibile sit. Altare eum autem 
occupet locum, ut revera centrum sit ad quod totius 
congregationis fidelium attentio sponte convertatur” 
(“The altar should be built separate from the wall, in 
such a way that it is possible to walk around it easily 
and that Mass can be celebrated facing the people, 
which is desirable wherever possible. Moreover, the 
altar should occupy a place where it is truly the centre 
toward which the attention of the whole congregation 
of the faithful naturally turns”.)

Pope Francis, for his part, on the occasion 
of his visit to the Dicastery for Divine Worship, 
expressly mentioned that the “ordinary” form of the 
celebration of the Mass is that expressed in the Missal 
promulgated by Paul VI, while the “extraordinary” 
form, which was permitted by Pope Benedict XVI for 
the purposes and in the ways explained in his Motu 
Proprio Summorum Pontificum, must not take the 
place of the “ordinary” one. Therefore, new liturgical 
directives are not expected from next Advent, as some 
have incorrectly inferred from some of Cardinal Sarah’s 
words, and it is better to avoid using the expression 
“reform of the reform” with reference to the liturgy, 
given that it may at times give rise to error. All the above 
was unanimously expressed during a recent audience 
granted by the Pope to the same Cardinal Prefect of the 
Congregation for Divine Worship. 

Priest facing the East 
Facing the People, 
turning to the Lord
during the Mass
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punjab NEWS

FREE MEDICAL CAMP AT MUDUKKI, PUNJAB

A free medical camp for the people of the locality 
was arranged by Rev. Fr. Robin Areeparambil CST 
on 24th July, 2016 at local Dharamsala ( inn for the 
villagers). The purpose of the camp was mainly to 
help the poor people to have a free check up and 
medication free of cost and to introduce ourselves 
to the locals that we have started our mission in this 
area. Fr.Robin with the help of local administration 
announced the programme in almost 40 nearby 
villages and through public announcement system 
and through Gurudwars of the villages.

The medical team, consisting of 6 doctors and 
7 Rev. Sisters and Nurses, led by Rev. Sr. Grace 
SABS, the Administrator of Sacred Heart Hospital, 
Jalandhar conducted the free medical camp. It began 
at 10.30 a.m onSunday,24th July and concluded 
by 04.30 p.m. Apart from free medical checkups 
medicines were also freely provided to all the 
patients who turned up for the camp. A total of 562 
patients participated and received free medicines.

Rev. Fr.   Saji Nellikunnel CST, the 
Provincial Superior and the Municipal Chairman 

along with Municipal Councillors and arrived 
for the concluding programme. Mr. Sukhwinder 
Singh, the SSP of Ferozepur, who sponsored 
the mementos for the Dignitaries was expected 
to arrive but due to some urgent administrative 
meeting could not arrive. Rev. Fr. Cyriac 
Kochalumkal CST, the Mission Coordinator of 
Faridabad for Punjab, thanked one and all for their 
support and collaboration. All the Dignitaries and 
the Medical team were honoured by Rev. Fr. Saji 
Nellikunnel CST and Rev. Fr. Robin. They were 
all given mementos and garlanding them with 
notemaalas.

We specially congratulate Rev. Fr. Robin 
Areeparambil CST for his first major initiative after 
his ordination in April and taking charge of the 
station on 28th May, 2016. Within a short span of 
two months he has arranged such a well arranged 
and successful programme. Congratulations!!

With this free medical camp, our presence was 
made known to almost 40 nearby villages. We thank 
the Good Lord for the wonders. 
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Assumption Forane Church

Mary Matha Church

Mayur Vihar III

Mayur Vihar Phase -2 & IP Extn

The new Parish Council took charge on 3rd 
July for the tenure 2016-18. Mr K.M. Babu and Mr 
Joby Joseph have been elected as the Kaikkarans of 
the parish.

St. Thomas Day (Dukrana) was celebrated in 
the parish, on 3rd July with the Solemn Holy Mass 
by Vicar Rev. Fr. Renson Thekkinezhath, followed 
by a procession and Nercha Distribution.

Rev. Fr. Mathew Azhakanakkunnel took charge 
as Asst. Vicar of the Church on 11th July. Vicar Fr. 

Dukrana Celebrations:  A silent refrain, My 
Lord and my God, rose from the single soul of 
Marymatha family assembled at Blessed Mother 
Teresa Church, I.P. Extension, to remember 
the martyrdom of St. Thomas on Sunday, 
the 3rd of July. The serene air echoed with 

parish NEWS

Renson, Rev. Sisters, Trustees, Catechism Teachers 
and the parishioners were present to receive him.

The Catechism year of the Assumption Forane 
Church was inaugurated on 17th July with lighting 
of the lamp and oath taking by the Catechism 
teachers. Fr. Vicar, Rev. Mother Liz Maria CMC, 
Trustees, Teacher’s Rep., PTA Rep., Students Rep. 
were present in with lighting of the lamp ceremony. 
Rank holders & newcomers (Std. KG& I) received 
attractive gifts. 

devotion as Rev. Fathers Finil Ezharath CMI, 
Rev. Fr. Francis Chenginiyadan and Rev. Fr. Prince 
Parathanal CMI, the beloved Vicar, assisted by 
Deacons Ruble Martin Kurien S.J and Bro. Mithun 
Kochukallan concelebrated the Most Solemn RAZA, 
the first of its kind in the Parish.  Deacon Rubil Martin 
Kurian S J was presented a big bouquet of gratitude 
for his yearlong service to the Parish.   The new 
academic year of the Sunday school was inaugurated.  
Toppers of the Catechism Examinations were 
awarded and those with full attendance rewarded. 
The commendable performance of the parish youth 
at the CBSE examinations was lauded. Couples who 
were celebrating their 25th wedding anniversary 
were felicitated with Mementos. The festivities 
concluded with a palate-pampering dinner. 
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Nirmal Hriday Church

Sacred Heart Forane Church

Tagore Garden

Gurgaon

Catechism Inauguration: Catechism for 
2016-17 scholastic year was launched through an 
inauguration ceremony on 3rd July 2016 along with 
the feast of St. Thomas by lighting of lamp by Rev. 
Fr. Sebastian, Director – Little Flower Hospital, 
Angamally, Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Lijo Antony 
Thaliyath, Catechism Principal Mr. Sunny Thomas and 
Children’s representatives Abin Baby & Josmi K. Joji.   
Trophies were given to First and Second Rank holders 
in each class and to students & teachers who secured 
full attendance for Catechism for the year 2015-16.

 Food for poor at streets:  Under the leadership 
of Mathrujyothis food collection was conducted on 
9th July 2016. They contributed around 545 food 
packets for the poor at the streets. Family members 
who can’t prepare food at home, contributes money 
for buying food for the poor. There are thousands of 
people at the streets who is not able afford one meal 
every day. It’s an excellent act of charity and can be 
initiated at parish levels.

Catechism Parents formation class: A special 
class was conducted for the parents of Catechism 

students on 10th July 2016 by Rev. Fr. Santo 
Puthumanakunnath who insisted on the roles of parents 
in the spiritual development of the children. Almost 
all the parents attended the class and vowed to make 
a difference in giving special attention to their kids for 
spiritual formation.

DSYM visit to Orphanage: On 14th July DSYM 
members of Nirmal Hriday Parish along with Parish 
Priest Rev. Fr. Lijo Thaliyath visited Deepti Ashram, 
an orphanage which takes care of children under the 
age group of 18 in Najafgarh. DSYM members had 
collected money & groceries from all the houses of 
our parish through a door to door visit for the children. 
They first visited Sisters of Destitute Provincial House 
at Najafgarh. After having spent some time with Sisters, 
they went to Deepti Ashram Orphanage. The Father 
introduced them to the children. They played musical 
chair & football with them.  They also danced and sang 
with them cheerfully. They had a great inspiring time 
with the children. DSYM members expressed their 
gratitude before leaving, for allowing them to spend 
quality time with the children. 

KpUvKmhv Sacred Heart Forane Church-sâ 
`mKamb Sector 55- Religious Institution th n 
lcnbm\ kÀ¡mÀ A\phZn¨ Øew BÀ¨v 
_ nj¸ v  I pc y m t¡mk v  `cWnIpf§c 
kµÀin¨p. kµÀi\¯nsâ `mKambn Sehion 
ChapelþÂ hn. IpÀ_m\ AÀ¸n¡pIbpw  
hnizmknIfpambn IqSnImgvNbpw \S¯n. 
XZhkc¯nÂ Cu {]tZis¯ {InkvXob 
kaqls¯ hfÀ¯phm³ FÃm klmb 
klIcW§fpw hmKvZm\w sNbvXp. 
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parish NEWS

Christeen Retreat: "Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 
of heaven belongs to such as these." (Matt. 19:14), 
the whole parish community responded to the call 
of Jesus on 24, 25 and 26 of June, conducting a 
Christeen retreat for the Catechism students from 
5th to 12th classes. More than 150 children from the 
parish attended the retreat led by Rev. Sr. Vandana 
MSMI, Rev. Sr. Mariett MSMI and Mr. Jomon. 
We thank sincerely Rev. Fathers who came for 
hearing the confession, Rev. Sisters who came for 
counselling, Rev. Sisters of MSMI convent and the 
whole Catechism staff for organizing the retreat, 
our beloved parents who worked hard in these days 
to prepare food and to serve the children and the 
members of Mathrujyothis who were present in 
these days for intercessory prayers.  

DSYM unit of the parish was celebrated Youth 
Day on 10 July. It was a memorable day for the 
youth of the Parish. Rev. Fr. Benny Akkoottu was 
the main celebrant of the day. Youth representatives 
made offering at the beginning of the Holy Mass 
and they led the choir and served at the Altar on this 
day. After the Holy Mass there was a youth seminar 
led by Fr. Benny Akkoottu. More than 70 youth 
members participated in the seminar. The seminar 
was concluded with the Eucharistic Blessing. 

On the youth day a new team has been elected 
to lead the DSYM unit. The following are the 

new office bearers: President - Shiny Sunil, Vice 
President - Jino Varghese, Secretary - Vincent 
Thomas, Joint Secretary - Sonia, Treasurer - Ebin, 
Joint Treasurer - Binsha, Youth representatives - 
Bivin and Swarna. Rev. Sr. Princy MSMI and Mr. 
Justin are the new animators of DSYM.

New Catechetical Year and Greetings to New 
Priest: The new Catechetical Year was inaugurated 
on 17 July after Holy Mass at St. Antony’s School, 
Hauz Khas. On that day the Parish community 
welcomed and greeted Rev. Fr. Saji Valavil, who did 
his Deacon Ministry in the parish and who serves 
at present as the Vice Rector and Procurator of the 
Diocesan Minor Seminary. Rev. Fr. Saji was the 
main celebrant of the day. After the Holy Mass the 
new Catechetical Year was inaugurated by lighting 
the lamp. The Parish Priest introduced Mr. Mathew 
Mathai, who is appointed as the new Catechism 
Head Master. It was followed by welcoming the 
new comers (1st Std students), who participated in 
the Holy Mass together with their parents. Rev. Fr. 
Saji blessed them and their parents.   

Orientation Class for Parents:  In the 
beginning of the new Catechetical Year we arranged 
an orientation class for the parents of all Catechism 
students. Rev. Fr. Benny Akkoottu celebrated the 
Holy Mass and led the class. It was very helpful for 
the parents as they were awakened and convinced of 
their role in the faith formation of their children. 

Little Flower Church Ladosarai

St. John Paul II Church Vaishali

Parish Level Inauguration:  “Catechism is to 
know and experience God, to know about the Church 

and to know the Sacraments and the teachings of the 
Church.” Said Rev. Prince Parathinal, CMI while 
inaugurating the Catechism of St. John Paul II Parish, 
Vaishali. He further said that ‘Dukraana’, the feast of 
St. Thomas was a very grace filled and auspicious 
day to inaugurate Catechism, as it was he who sowed 
the seeds of Christianity in India. He also gave away 
the prizes to the toppers of each class and to students 
who achieved full attendance last year.  
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Blessing of Euphrasia Bhavan:  On 6th of July, 
at 5.30 pm the newly started Convent of C.M.C. 
Congregation of Vimala province, Ernakulam, 
Euphrasia Bhavan, was blessed by His Grace Mar 
Kuriakose Bharanikulangara in the gracious presence 
of Rev. Msgr Jose Edassery, Rev. Fr.  Renson, Rev. 
Sr Subha Maria C.M.C, the Provincial Superior 
of C.M.C. Vimala Province, Ernakulam and Rev. 
Provincials of F.C.C. and Ursuline Congregations. 
The esteemed presence of priests and religious from 
neighbouring parishes and congregations were present 
to make the event more blessed and colourful. Rev. 
Sr Subha Maria C.M.C. expressed vote of thanks to 
everyone present there.
Inauguration of the Catechism in the parish

The formal inauguration of catechism classes for 

the students of St George’s Church, Greater Noida, 
was conducted on 6th of July. Archbishop Kuriakose 
Bharanikulangara lighted the lamp together with 
Rev. Msgr. Jose Edassery, Rev Fr Jiju Thuruthikara, 
the Diocesan Catechism Director, Rev Fr Varghese, 
the Parish Priest and representatives of Catechism 
teachers and students.   Rev. Msgr. Jose Edassery, while 
addressing the gathering, emphasized the need and 
relevance of the faith formation in the modern world. 
Rev. Fr Jiju Thuruthikara led the oath taking ceremony 
for the Catechism teachers. As a token of love and 
encouragement, Archbishop distributed gifts to the 
Catechism teachers and Rev. Msgr. Jose Edassery to 
the Catechism Students. After the function,  

Parish Day Celebration: St. George’s Church 
Greater Noida celebrated the Parish day on 6th of 
July.    Archbishop Kuriakose was the main celebrant. 
Rev. Msgr Jose Edassery, Rev. Fr Renson, Rev. Fr Jiju, 
Rev. Fr. Mathew, the Vicar, St Joseph’s Parish Greater 
Noida, Rev Fr. Sebastian, Principal, Jesus and Mary 
School, Rev Fr. Jacob Njangelimalil and many priests, 
sisters were present. Around 200 parishioners took part 
in the parish day celebration. Archbishop during the 
sermon highlighted the need for attending the liturgical 
celebrations and appreciated in the growth of this 
parish under the spiritual guidance of Fr. Varghese. 

St. George’s Church

St. Mary’s Church

Greater Noida

Ludhiana

For the first time in the history of St. Mary’s 
Church, Ludhiana, an Assistant Vicar has been 
appointed here to mark the beginning of the expansion 
of the Syro-Malabar Mission in and around Jalandhar 

in the days to come. Rev. Fr. George Thuppalanjiyil 
MST, the Vicar extended a warm welcome to Rev. Fr. 
Biju Kannampuzha, the Assistant Vicar on 17 July, 
2016 at the beginning of the Holy Mass, of which Fr. 
Biju was the main celebrant. There is a new opening 
at Sacred Heart Hospital, Maqsuda in Jalandhar, 
where there are almost 40 sisters and a few families, 
for whom Rev. Fr. Biju will be celebrating the Sunday 
Mass from 24 July 2016, at 5 p.m on a regular basis.  
At the same time, under the solid leadership of Rev. 
Fr. George, St. Mary’s Church is likely to resume the 
IELTS and Spoken English Courses soon. 
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parish NEWS
St. Peter’s Church R.K. Puram

St. Antony’s Feast:  St. Peter’s Church 
celebrated St. Antony’s Feast on Sunday 19th June 
2016.  Rev. Fr. Joy Karayampuram was the main 
Celebrant and Rev. Dr. Pius Malekandathil, the 
Parish Priest and  Fr. Jose Vattakuzhiyil were the 
co-celebrants.   All parish members participated 
in the Holy mass and Ladheenj with due devotion 
and reverence and prayed to the Patron Saint of 
lost items.

Farewell: The Syro-Malabar parishioners of 
St. Peter’s Church R.K. Puram organized a send-
off meeting on 26.06.2016 after Holy Mass  to 
express their gratitude and indebtedness towards 
the Parish Priest of St. Thomas Church, Very Rev. 
Dr. George Manimala and  Assistant  Vicar Rev. 
Fr. Suman. Fr. Dr. Pius Malekandathil extended 
heartfelt gratitude and presented gifts to both 
as a token of love and gratitude on behalf of St. 
Peter’s church community.  Fr. George was the 
Episcopal Vicar and in charge of Syro-Malabar 
community of Delhi for years. The parish wishes 
and prays for the abundant blessings of the Lord 
in their new ministry in the Shrine of our Lady of 
Health, Okhla.

Catechetical Year 2016-17: Inauguration of 
Catechetical year 2016-17 was held on Sunday 3rd 
July 2016 at 10 a.m. followed by Holy Qurbana.  
Dr. Pius Malekandthil conducted special prayers 
for the catechism teachers and introduced the 

newly joined teachers. All teachers took a pledge 
in front of the altar and promised to fulfil their 
duties sincerely by leading an exemplary life with 
fidelity to the word of God and to the traditions of 
the Church.   

Parish feast of St. Peter and St. Thomas:  The 
celebration of the main feast of the parish of St. 
Peter’s Church, commenced on Wednesday 13th 
July 2016 with Holy Qurbana, Ladheenj and 
Novena.  Main Celebrant was very Rev. Dr. Joseph 
Puthenkulam, Professor, Vidya Jyothi, Delhi.   The 
festal programme of the day was led by St. Dominic 
family unit of Arjun Nagar, St. Mary’s family Unit 
of Mohammad Pur & St. Peter’s family unit of 
Motibagh, & Nanak Pura.

 On Sunday 17th July 2016 for the Main feast 
day, Rev. Msgr. Jose Edassery, Vicar General of 
Faridabad-Delhi Diocese, was the main celebrant 
for the Holy Qurbana and delivered a spiritually 
elevating message. Dr. Pius Malekandthil blessed 
the statues and crowned the Presudentis.  Very Rev. 
Fr. Jose Vattakuzy led the prayerful Procession 
accompanied by bandmelam & singarimelam.  It 
was followed by a Ganamela. The meritorious 
students of class X & XII, including Ashna Joseph 
who got full A pluses for class X and Christy Cyriac 
who got full marks for class XII, were awarded 
with cash prizes. The programme culminated with 
fellowship meal.  
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St. Thomas Syro-Malabar Church Chandigarh

St. Thomas’s Feast Day Celebrations:  The 
celebrations on 1st July 2016 at. 6.00 PM began 
with the hoisting of the flag by Rev. Fr. Reji Tom 
Antony, the director of Don Bosco Navjeevan, 
followed by the holy Eucharistic celebration and 
Novena. Rev. Fr. Jakson Puthanpura, Vicar and Rev. 
Fr. James SDB concelebrated the Holy Mass. The 
second day’s celebration was animated by Rev. Fr. 
Jose  Kaduvanal CMI. 

3rd July 2016 At 4.30 pm Holy Eucharistic 
celebrations began with solemn offertory and 
made a special prayer and blessings given to the 
Presidenthies by His Grace Arch Bishop Kuriakose 
Bharanikulangara. There after Mr. Siby Joseph-
kaikarn gave a cordial welcome to His Grace 
Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara.  

Feast day Holy Mass offered by His Grace 
Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara along with 
Rev. Fr. Jakson Puthanpura – Vicar. Fr. Sebastian Jose 
SDB,   Fr. James Pazhayampallil SDB, Rev. Fr. Reji 
Tom SDB, Rev. Fr. Binny Isaac SDB, and Rev. Fr. 
Sajin Varghese SDB, Rev. Fr. Thomas Anchanical, 
Rev. Fr. James CMI, Fr. Jose CMI Fr. Tony CMI and 
Fr. Jose MST. His grace in his homily pointed out that 
St. Thomas as the revealer of important mysteries of 
faith. Hence forth we have not only the duty to live the 
faith but also to transmit it to the coming generations. 

During the feast day mass the sacrament of First 
Holy Communion and Confirmation were bestowed 
on 3 children from the parish and they were blessed 

by Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara. After 
the mass, the Vote of thanks was proposed by Rev. 
Fr. Jakson Puthanpura who thanked Archbishop for 
his valuable presence, enriching words and constant 
support to the St. Thomas the Apostle Family, 
Chandigarh. This was followed by a prize distribution 
ceremony where students who performed well in 
Sunday catechism, Bible Quiz (for both Youth and 
Kids Category) and Malayalam class were felicitated. 
Certificates of Holy Communion and Conformation 
were given to the children and Mementoes were 
presented to the old kaikarans. After the mass there 
was a prayerful procession which concluded with the 
final blessing  given by Rev. Fr. Reji Tom Antony SDB.

 Cultural Programme:  The programme was 
anchored by Alan Siby and Divya Prakash who kept 
the audience entertained with their jokes and puns 
throughout. Programme started by welcoming the 
Archbishop, Priests, Sisters and all present. The show 
saw many  great enthusiastic performances especially 
youngsters who performed the traditional dance –
Margamkali, duet dance performed by catechism 
students followed by a skit reflecting the life and 
death of St Thomas in India.  Songs were presented by 
the choir group of the parish. The cultural programme 
ended on a high note when the young brigade of the 
parish came forward and surprised everyone with 
their enigmatic Flash Mob. The feast day dinner was 
organized which was relished by one and all present 
for the occasion.  
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parish NEWS

St. Mother Teresa Church South Extension

St. Thomas and St. Alphonsa Feast, Parish 
General Body Meeting, Catechism Inauguration, 
Blood Donation Camp :  On 10th July 2016, 
Mother Teresa Parish celebrated the Feast of St. 
Thomas and St. Alphonsa at Fr. Agnel School 
starting with a procession. Main celebrants for the 
feast were Rev. Fr. Joby Thonakkara VC and Rev. 
Fr. Thomas Pallath along with our Parish Priest 
Rev. Fr. Johnson Palatty VC. The new Catechism 
year was inaugurated by the celebrants, parish 
representatives and catechism principal. After the 
mass, Parish General Body Meeting was conducted 
where Parish Representatives (Kaikaaran) Mr. 

July 10 RmbdmgvN CShIbnse 1 apXÂ 

12 hscbpÅ aXt_m[\ hnZymÀ°nIÄ¡mbn 

skan\mÀ \S¯s¸«p. cq]Xbnse PokÊv 

Holy Family Church Pushp Vihar

bq¯v BWv skan\mÀ \bn¨Xv. knÌÀ kpa, 

{io. tXmakv & Sow ¢mÊpIÄ¡v t\XrXzw 

\evIn. 

At¶Znhkw Xs¶ amXm]nXm¡·mcpsS 

skan\mdpw \S¯s¸«p. CShI hnImcn ^m. 

amXyp sIm¨pho«nÂ skan\mÀ \bn¨p. hkvXp\n 
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Ip«nIfptSbpw ]¦mfn¯w sIm v skan\mÀ 

hfscb[nIw hnPbIcambncp¶p.  

Varkey P.M. welcomed the gathering and Mrs. 
Darly Antony read the report for the year 2015-
2016. Account report was also read for the same 
year. DSYM Unit, Mathrujyothis and Catechism 
Department also read their reports. After lunch, 
a Blood Donation Camp was organized under the 
coordination of AIIMS Staff of our parish.  

Visits to Charity Institutions:  In light of 
Blessed Mother Teresa being canonized this year, 
Mother Teresa Parish has planned many initiatives 
like the Blood Donation Camp and visits by family 
units of the parish to various charity institutions 
throughout Delhi. On 3rd July 2016, St. Joseph 
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St. Francis of Assisi Forane Church Dilshad Garden

Visit to Deepti Ashram by Alter Boys:  In 
connection with Year of Mercy, Altar Boys of 
our parish collected nine thousand five hundred 
rupees to be  distributed among  needy children. 
On June 30, 2016 a visit to the Deepti Ashram 
Najafgarh was organised. The ashram is a home 
for HIV Infected Children’ run by MST Priests. 
32 Boys participated in the programme.  Rev. Sr. 
Rosly the in charge of the Altar Boys and Parish 
priest were with the children.  Rev. Fr. Boby and 
Rev. Fr. Joseph gave an introduction about the 
children and their lifestyle. All of them are HIV 
infected and many of them are orphans. They are 
all going to the school.  Our boys had interaction 
with the children and played and danced and 
enjoyed with the children. There were some 
cultural programmes performed by both groups. 
We donated the money for the educational needs 

of the children. Our children had brought some 
gifts for the children and were handed over to 
them with love and joy.    

St. Thomas Day:  This year July 3rd was 
celebrated with all solemnity.  This is our Sabadinam. 
Rassa was celebrated at 10 am. Rev. Fr. Jimmy from 
Satna Diocese was the main celebrant.  Rev. Fr. 
Ebin preached a sermon on the life and missionary 
work of St. Thomas the Apostle our Father in faith.    

Inauguration of the Catechism Day:  Our parish 
level inauguration of the Catechism for the year 2016-
2017 was done on 3rd July 2016. On this occasion 
Rev. Fr. Kurian, parish priest spoke on the importance 
of faith formation.   After the inauguration the 
teachers took the oath  before the faithful. This year 
four children from our parish received the awards for 
the Catechism Scholarship examination conducted in 
the diocesan level. 2015-16.  

family unit and St. Peter family unit visited the 
Missionaries of Charity, Jeevan Jyoti, Jangpura. 
On 13th July 2016, Sacred Heart family unit, St. 
George family unit and Little Flower family unit 
also visited the Missionaries of Charity Home.

Youth Celebration Day: The DSYM Unit 
celebrated Youth Day on 17th July 2016. Seminars 
were conducted by The Jesus Youth Delhi 
Coordinator Jim Issac for the youth from class 8th 
onwards. Almost 80 youth attended the seminar 

which talked about the issues faced by the youth 
in today's world like internet addiction and media 
usage. After lunch, DSYM Director Rev. Fr. Lijo 
Thaliyath honoured us with his presence and 
interacted with the gathering. The youth conducted 
General Body Meeting where annual reports 
were read. Agendas for the upcoming year were 
discussed and suggestions from the general body 
were acknowledged. Registrations were also held 
to include new members into the DSYM unit.  
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Infant Jesus Forane Church Palam

Catechism Academic Year Inauguration: 
The catechetical year of 2016-17 was inaugurated 
on 3rd July 2016 along with the celebration of the 
feast of Dukhrana. The Holy Qurbana was offered 
by Rev. Fr. Thomas Pallath and in the homily, father 
acknowledged the importance of a Catechist and to 
make the children to grow in faith by inculcating 
the spirit of love towards God and Church. During 
the Holy Mass teachers took the pledge to remain 

in faith, to obey the respective authorities and to be 
role models to the students. This was followed by the 
lighting of the lamp by Rev. Fr. Thomas Pallath- the 
Guest of Honour, Rev. Fr. Anoop Narimattathil C.S.T. 
- Parish Priest followed by the inaugural speech 
of Rev. Fr.Thomas Pallath.  Very Rev. Fr. Anoop 
Narimattathil delivered the presidential address. 
The Staff Secretary Ms. Rasil Sabu presented the 
Catechism Annual Report of the academic year 2015-
16.  Fr. Thomas Pallath, Fr. Anoop Narimattathil and 
Rev. Sr. Wilsy, F.C.C., the Provincial of Delhi St. Paul 
Province distributed the prizes and Cash awards to the 
Rank Holders of each class, the students who had full 
attendance, the Catechism Scholarship Rank Holders 
and the Toppers of Classes X and XII in the School.   

New Parish Council took charge in the parish on 
17th July for the tenure 2016-18. Mr. T.L. Pyli and Mr. 
Kuruvilla Thomas have been elected as the Kaikkarans 
of the parish.  

parish NEWS

Our Lady Of Fatima Forane Church Jasola

Feast Day to you dear Father:    The Feast 
of St. Jacob was commemorated in the parish on 
25th July 2016. We also celebrated Feast Day of 
our dear Fr. Vicar, Rev. Dr. Jacob Nagelimalil on 
this special occasion.  

It’s Time to Start Learning My God My Lord:  
We have inaugurated our Catechism Academic Year 
of 2016-2017 on 3rd July, on the Feast Day of St. 
Thomas the Apostle, by lighting the lamp.  We have 
35 new children to 1st standard and all together 450 
students for the catechism.  

We are Proud Again:  We are happy to inform 
that our Catechism School is selected as one of 
the Model Catechism School of the Diocese. We 
thank Rev. Fr. Jiju Thuruthikkara and the Diocesan 
Catechism Team for their encouragement and 
support, also we congratulate and appreciate our 
Rev. Fathers, Brothers, Sisters, Catechism Head 
Master Mr. Jacob Thomas and all the Catechism 

Teachers and our Students for this achievement.   
Jasola Youth say “YES”:   Our Lady of Fatima 

Forane Church DSYM unit organizes a Half Day 
“Youth Empowerment Programme” (YES) on 
August 14 led by of Rev. Fr. Pious Malekandathil. Its 
moving ahead under the guidance of Rev. Fr. Vicar, 
Fr. Vinod, Dn. Joseph, Sisters, DSYM members and 
Parish Council Members. Thank you all for your 
valuable co-operation.

Hallo we are at Our Lady of Fatima Forane 
Church, Jasola-Okhla:   We were happy to have our 
Faridabad-Delhi Diocesan Brothers for their Monthly 
Recollection in our parish. They were guided by 
His Grace Mar Kuriakose Bharanikulangara, Rev. 
Fr. Davis Kalliyathuparambil (Procurator, Diocese 
of Faridabad-Delhi), Rev.  Dr. Jacob Nagelimalil, 
Vicar. Thank you His Grace, Rev Fathers and our 
dear future diocesan priests for visiting our parish 
and making us cherished. 
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